
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

September 21, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Councilman Allen led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice of the 
meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by roll 

call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney    Gaye Burton 
Jason Allen 

Donovan Gardner 
Paul Detrick 
 

Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Solicitor Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. 
Cosnoski. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Allen acted as President in lieu of Council President Burton’s absence and called 

the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  258-2022 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session. – Not Adopted 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Allen opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

Daniel Frasier, Pemberton – 1. Advised he was here regarding a beaver dam that is causing 
a backup and will soon overflow into his property and the street. Stated that the dam is 

located at Little Pine Lake and that no one from Public Works is calling him back or doing 
anything. Questioned who he should call and how it can be addressed. Council President 
Allen asked that he leave his information with Administration to address.  

 

Susan Sacco, Pemberton – 1. Advised that she was here to see where we are with the rent 

control issue. Mr. Bayer advised that he has a draft ordinance that he is sending to Council.  
She advised that she has just re-signed her lease at the higher rate and has spoken to legal 

counsel about how to address.  Explained that her neighbors are being charged for sewer and 
trash when they had not been before. Noted that Code Enforcement has been out to her 
house and the repairs have still not been made. Advised that she received assistance to help 

with the back due rent and they are now telling her they did not get it and want another 
check. Commented that she feels as though there is a pattern of behavior with the landlord. 

Added that there is a new owner that has 50 homes in Sunbury and that 33 of them are on the 
tax lien list. Stated she feels something needs to be done because these investment companies 

are coming in from New York and are bullying and harassing the renters. Noted that she 
would like to get a tenant organization together.  
 

Michael Sawka, Pemberton – 1. Wanted to put the Township on notice that if there are any 
codes, that he gets a violation for, that are over 20 years old, he is not paying them because 

the Township does not want to follow them because they are too old. Advised we could ask 
Mr. Bayer what this is about if we have any questions. 
 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Stated that there is a lot on the agenda tonight that she 
feels should be in an ordinance. Advised that we are spending a lot of money but she does not 

see what it is being spent on. Questioned the traffic study for Spruce Boulevard and why two 
companies are needed. Questioned Resolutions 262, 263, 264, 265 and 266-2022. Stated she 

has a lot of questions as to what all of this spending is on. Councilman Detrick questioned 
what is given to the public with the agenda. Mr. Bayer explained that the resolutions and 
backup are deliberative and are draft documents and can be voted down so are not provided 

prior to the meeting. Ms. Forman questioned the difference between a resolution and an 
ordinance and Mr. Bayer explained the differences. Councilman Gardner advised that the 

traffic study is being paid for by the developer. Acting President Allen advised on the reasons 
and the benefits for the study being done. Councilman Detrick explained that the two 

companies include the developer who is paying for the study and the company that is doing 
the study. Mr. Hornickel advised that for Resolutions 265 and 266-2022, they use these 



companies to haul away leaves and other debris, as well as supply us with soils and sands for 
various projects. Explained that we reached our pay to play threshold and now have to get 

Council approval to continue purchasing these items through these companies by a 
resolution. Added that attached to the resolution is a price sheet detailing how much we are 

charged for these items. Mayor Patriarca advised that we use them to haul items as well as 
provide us with atone and sand.  

 

Lisa Vandergrift, Browns Mills – 1. Asked about the boulders that are on Hanover Bridge. 
Stated they are still there since before COVID and are overgrown with foliage. Mr. Bayer 

advised that this dam was damaged in 2019 and we are still waiting on final approvals from 
the State, to fix it. Noted he has been in contact with the State quarterly, asking when they 

expect to give us the approval. Acting Council President Allen asked if the overgrowth could 
be addressed. Mr. Hornickel stated that the foliage would die with the upcoming season. 

Noted that the Engineer recommended doing nothing until we get final approval. 
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 

public.  
 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 
 

Council President Allen advised that resolution 275-2022 needed to be added to the agenda 
and read title. 
 

 Motion by Detrick and Gardner to add Resolution 275-2022 to the consent agenda. Detrick, 
yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 
Council President Allen pulled Resolutions 264-2022 and 267-2022. 

 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

 

*MEETING MINUTES 

 
Meeting Minutes of September 7, 2022. 

 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
   

  259-2022 Authorizes various routine refunds in the amount of $300.00. 

 

  260-2022 Amends agreement with CME Associates for a traffic study for Spruce Blvd.  

 

  261-2022 Amends escrow agreement with Penn Jersey Development Co. for a traffic study of 

Spruce Blvd. 

 

  262-2022 Authorizes a contract with Adams, Rehmann & Heggan for Surveying and 

Engineering Services for the Sewer Treatment Plant Campus in an amount not to 

exceed $47,750.00. 

 

  263-2022 Authorizes a contract with Adams, Rehmann & Heggan for Construction Engineering 

Services for West End Park in an amount not to exceed $26,000.00. 

 

  264-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  265-2022 Authorizes purchases from Britton Industries, Inc., for the Department of Public 

Works.  

 

  266-2022 Authorizes purchases from Herman’s Trucking, Inc., for the Department of Public 

Works.  

 

  267-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 

  268-2022 Accepts the donation of an Automated External Defibrillator on behalf of the 

Pemberton Township Fire Department.  

 

  269-2022 Authorizing the Mayor to execute a Discharge of Mortgage and Note for the premises 

known as 25 Brenner Street, Block 483, Lots 55 & 59 in the Township of Pemberton.  

 

  270-2022 Authorizes the refund of a tax overpayment to Lereta. 

 

  271-2022 Authorizes the refund of a tax overpayment to Joseph Eurell. 

 

  272-2022 Authorizes cancellation and refund of property taxes on property owned by a 

qualifying Totally Disabled Veteran.  



 

  273-2022 Authoring a lien against Block 636, Lot 31, known as 53 Sepulga Drive for violation of 

the Pemberton Township Property Maintenance Code.  

 

  274-2022 Appoints members to the Pemberton Township Senior Citizen Council.  

 

  275-2022 Authorizing the Mayor to execute a Discharge of Mortgage and Note for the premises 

known as 1027 Hanover Blvd., Block 180, Lot 48 in the Township of Pemberton.  
Added at meeting. 

 

*NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Purchases over $6,000.00 

 

1. Public Works – AC Unit Installation for Community Development Department from 

Air Necessities Heating and Cooling, LLC, in the total amount of $15,483.00.   
 

 Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. 

McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 

 RESOLUTIONS 

   

  264-2022 Amends contract with Regan Young England Butera for Architectural 
Services for the Library Solar Project in the amount of $8,163.00. Pulled 

from the Consent Agenda 
 
Council President Allen asked if in addition to the design, the company would install  

the solar array or if that would be priced separately. Mayor Patriarca advised that would be  
separate and that this was just for the architectural work and would be rebid. Advised that the  

original design was based on equipment that is not available and so we have to upgrade to a  
different type of system.  
 

Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve Resolution 264-2022. Allen, yes; McCartney,  
yes; Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes. Motion carried.  

 
  267-2022 Authorizes a contract for the Up-fitting of four Police Interceptor SUVS 

from Elite Vehicle Solutions in the amount of $63,249.86. Pulled from the 

Consent Agenda 
 

Council President Allen noticed that two of the vehicles had the same price and then the  
other two have different prices and questioned why. Mr. Hornickel advised that this was  
because the equipment packages were slightly different.  

 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 267-2022. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes;  

Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

ADOPTION 

 
 ORDINANCE 21-2022 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES, COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS 

WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON. 
 

Council President Allen opened this portion of the meeting for Public Comment.  
 

Charles DeCharleroy, Jr., Browns Mills – 1. Questioned what the salaries used to be. Mr.  

Hornickel advised that this was to bring the seasonal positions in line with the State minimum  
wage. Stated that this would also give the Township the ability to hire a sub-code official.  

 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Asked what the salaries used to be. Mr. Hornickel  
advised that it used to be $13.00 and is going up to $15.00 which is State minimum wage.  

 
Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  

 
Mr. Bayer advised that an amendment was needed to include the Housing Inspector position  

with a minimum salary of $25.00 per hour and a maximum of $40.00 per hour. Mr. Bayer  
further explained the process.  
 

Motion by Gardner and Detrick to amend ordinance 21-2022 with a public hearing to  
be held on October 5, 2022. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes. 

Motion carried.  



 
Mr. Hornickel explained that we are adding these positions to help with Code Enforcement 

and Housing Inspection.  
 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
 

a.  Engineer’s Report dated 9/13/2022. 

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 9/13/2022. 

 
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve the Bill List. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 

McCartney, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all bills pertaining to the NJ State 
Police or the Attorney General’s office including the grant fund on page 22, Drunk Driving 
Enforcement Grant 2016 and Drunk Driving 2017. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor David Patriarca reported: Advised that the playground build in Country Lakes is 
underway. Stated they anticipate the structure to go up about the second week of October and 
are doing some site work right now that was required by the Pinelands Commission. Noted 

that when they are done there, they will head over to West End Park to start working on that 
trail. Advised that the outside of the Municipal building got a touch up with Public Works 

employees doing painting of the brickwork and will then be painting the green trim around 
the building. Stated that Newton Road, off of West lakeshore Drive, will be paved and will 
finish up the paving for the year. Noted they are still running water mains over in Rottau 

Village and have approximately 1100 feet of water mains that have been installed by 
employees off of Magnolia and Scrapetown Roads. Added that this will bring city water into 

that neighborhood. Commented on the prices being charged by American Water and that we 
are cheaper at $42.00 a quarter compared to American Water at $44.00 a month. Thanked 

Council for adding that last resolution to the agenda. Commented that Recreation is planning 
a very busy next few months including, Friday Night Movies, Fall Fest on September 24th 
from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm, Halloween House Decorating contest and Night of Terror at the 

end of October. Added that they will then transition into Christmas time with the tree lighting 
and Christmas in Whites Bog Village again this year, which is a really nice event. 

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Advised that the Sunbury Village roadwork improvements bids 

were due yesterday, but that there were no bids received, therefore we will have to re-
advertise. Noted that the Water Division installed 320 feet of water main on Third Avenue 
and will be finishing up that project soon. Added that on Lakehurst Road, Council approved 

a contract for cured in place piping and that work is being done. Stated that last year, Council 
had approved a 5-year agreement with the Pinelands Preservation Alliance to do the walking 

trail around Pemberton Lake. Advised that Public Works had done some work on the trail, 
clearing out the underbrush and mulching it. Added that he and the Pinelands Preservation 

Alliance had met with the Pinelands Commission over a year ago, but that there has been no 
movement. Explained that they are once again meeting this Friday to implore the Pinelands 
Commission to get this trail going and hopes to have an update for Council at the next 

meeting.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Thanked Mr. Hornickel for his perseverance on the trail as it is 

a great thing for our residents. Thanked the residents that came out to just be here and others 
that came to voice their concerns and ask questions. Reminded that residents can also always 
come into the building to speak with the Mayor and Business Administrator, or can send 

emails, if they choose. Advised that Friday night from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm, the B.M.I.A. 
would be having their first kickoff to Get Amped. Noted this event would have art, music, 

poetry and dance and is a free event for the residents and that refreshments would be 
provided. Added, this Sunday, the B.M.I.A. would be hosting a meet and greet at  

2:00 pm for residents to meet the Board of Education, Town Council and Mayoral 
candidates. Advised that there would be a time for each to speak to the residents and then the 
residents would have a time to talk to them in an informal setting. Added that refreshments 

would also be served at this event.  



 

Councilman Detrick – Reiterated what the Mayor mentioned about White’s Bogs. Stated 

that anyone who has not been there should go and check it out as it is a really cool historical 
village right here in the town. Reminded that the movie is Friday night and the Fall Fest and 

flea market will be there Saturday. Thanked all for coming out and wished all a good night.  

 

Councilman Gardner – Thanked Mrs. Sacco for fighting for her neighbor’s rights. Stated he 

does not like people taking advantage of others. Commended her for what she is doing. Stated 
he also is upset that Ms. Forman is not here to hear the answers to the questions she asked. 
Noted he does not like when people get mad and ask questions, but do not stick around to 

hear the answers. Thanked all for coming out. Noted he is looking forward to the event at the 
B.M.I.A. for candidates.  

 

Councilman Allen – Advised that he had spoken with a gentleman after the last meeting who 
complimented Council and Administration on his way out. Noted that the man had indicated 

that he has attended Council meetings in other areas, but that they were not nearly as 
professional as ours. Suggested that the Recreation Department plan a Township Corn Hole 

tournament. Noted that he is not very tech savvy, but that he had seen in another town where 

there were signs throughout the town with QR codes that, when scanned, showed all of the 

upcoming events throughout the town. Stated he thought this was a great idea. Mayor 
Patriarca stated that we are currently looking into a program for the workout stations, but his 
concern with the QR codes is that fraud has occurred due to people putting stickers over the 

codes.  
 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 

 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


